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Germany represented merely the stage setting [mm en
scene] of a historical drama.
The postponement of the final moment of decision was,
to be sure, very useful for the preparatory measures, but
it augmented the tension on both sides of the frontier.
The establishment of the Pre-Mobilization Period, as it
had been defined, did not give authority to undertake mea-
sures having the character of mobilization; but it was evi-
dent that .in the frontier zones, where the population and
the officials were nervous, it was possible that they would
allow themselves to be drawn into taking measures which
went beyond instructions, in order to insure the safety of
mobilization.
Especially was this naturally the case on the German
frontier, where there was the danger that the requisitioning
of horses and the calling up of the reservists would be ex-
ploited by an enterprising neighbor.
In the Suwalki Government [near East Prussia] there
' were actually cases where horses were prematurely brought
together at the concentration points, which gave the German
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, Count Pourtales, occasion
to address protests to our Government, and especially to the
Minister of War, through the Military Attache. Sukhqm-
linov denied in the most categorical manner that any
mobilization measures had been taken on our side; but one
cannot guarantee that not a single frontier military com-
mander would not take such measures on his own initiative,
when the Pre-mobilization Period was once decreed. Fron-
tier incidents are indeed always possible, and all the more
so at such a moment.97
There was thus the danger that the Russian military
authorities would take such wide-reaching "preparatory
measures'' that Germany would become alarmed and resort
to counter-measures, which in turn would lead to a general
European war. The German Foreign Office in fact received,
as the Kautsky Documents show, between the morning of
9? Dobrorolski, p. 103 (German trans, p. 21 f.),